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AMENDMEN TS TO THE CLAIMS: 
Please add new claims 30 and 31 and amend the claims as follows: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A securing clip for securing a first panel member with a second 
panel member, comprising: 

a first fitting portion having a U-character shape; and 
a second fitting portion having a U-character shape, wherein: 
the securing clip being like an S-character in cross section; and 
the second fitting portion comprising a first engaging pawl on an inner wall face, and 
the second fitting portion comprising an engagement wall having an engagement face at an 
end of the engagement wall that faces an opening in a closed end of the U-character shape of 

the second fitting portion, 

wherein a^ertien^f said second fitting portion , w hi u h b umu u ui. t n a p o rt io n of mid 

fii&t fitting portion f un ning a mi ddlo of said S ch aracter, comprises a second engaging pawl 

opposing said first engaging pawl, wherein the first en P apin P pawl and the second engaging 

pawl overla p close to one anoth er vertically, and 

the securing clip being arranged such that, when a r e gulating wall o f the second panel 
and the engagement wall are engaged, an^gage m oul f a uu uf Uit .toting wati i s i n clin e d 
o utwardly awa ; P o m said open i ng in the closed end u ftho U chara cter s hape of the c o co n d 
fitting p o r tio n in an in se rtion d irrrti™ " f ^ i; p ™d said engagement face of the 
engagement wall is inclined outwardly away from said opening in the closed end of the U- 
character shape of the second fitting portion. 



2. (Previously presented) The securing clip according to claim 1 , wherein the engagement 
wall exists in bilateral symmetry. 
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3. (Previously presented) The securing clip according to claim 1 , wherein said 
engagement face of the engagement wall is inclined with respect to a central axis of the U- 
character shape of the second fitting portion. 

4. (Previously presented) The securing clip according to claim 2, wherein said 
engagement face of the engagement wall is inclined with respect to a central axis of the U- 
character shape of the second fitting portion. 

5. (Previously presented) The securing clip according to claim 1 , further comprising a 
detachment grip portion. 

6-7. (Canceled). 

8. (Original) The securing clip according to claim 1 , wherein a rib wall is protruded on an 
inner wall face of the second fitting portion. 

9. (Original) The securing clip according to claim 2, wherein a rib wall is protruded on an 
inner wall face of the second fitting portion. 

10-13. (Canceled). 

14. (Currently amended) A securing clip for securing a first panel having a hole to a 
second panel having a hole and a regulating wall, the securing clip comprising: 
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a first U-shaped fitting comprising a first engaging pawl on an inner wall of the first U- 

shaped fitting for engaging the hole in the first panel; and 

a second U-shaped fitting comprising: 

a second engaging pawl on an inner wall of the second U-shaped fitting for 

engaging the hole in the second panel; 

an engagement wall comprising an engaging face at an end of the engagement 

wall that faces an opening in a closed end of the U-shape of the second U-shaped 

fitting, wherein the first U-shaped fitting and the second U-shaped fitting form an S- 

shaped cross-section; and 

a third engaging pawl on an inner wall of the second U-shaped fitting and 

opposing said second engaging pawl, wherein the second en gaging pawl and the third 

engaging pawl overlap close to one another vertically, 

the securing clip being arranged such that, when th o regulating wall of the second 

panel and the engagement wall are engaged, an engag e ment face of tho regulating wall is 

inclined outwardly away from s aid op e ning in th o closed end of the U shape of th o second U 

shaped fitting in an ins e rtion direction of tho clip, and said engagement face of the 

engagement wall is inclined outwardly away from said opening in the closed end of the U- 

shape of the second U-shaped fitting. 

15. (Previously presented) The clip of claim 14, wherein the engagement wall comprises a 
pair of engagement walls each having said engaging face. 



16. (Previously Presented) The clip of claim 1 5, wherein said pair of engagement walls is 
symmetrically positioned around said second engaging pawl. 
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17. (Previously presented) The clip of claim 14, wherein said engagement face is inclined 
with respect to an axis which is perpendicular to a longitudinal axis of said U-character shape 
of the second fitting portion. 

1 8. (Previously presented) The clip of claim 1 4, further comprising a detachment grip 
integrally provided on an outside wall face at the opening end of the second U-shaped fitting. 

19. (Previously presented) The clip of claim 14, wherein said second fitting further 
comprises a rib wall on an inner wall face. 

20. (Canceled). 

21. (Previously presented) The clip of claim 1, wherein said second engaging pawl 
comprises a pair of second engaging pawls receiving said first engaging pawl between the pair 
of second engaging pawls. 

22. (Previously presented) The clip of claim 14, wherein said third engaging pawl 
comprises a pair of third engaging pawls receiving said second engaging pawl between the 
pair of third engaging pawls. 

23. (Currently Amended) A securing clip for securing a first panel member with a second 
panel member, comprising: 

a first fitting portion having a U-character shape; and 
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a second fitting portion having a U-character shape, wherein: 

the securing clip being like an S-character in cross section; and 

each of the first fitting portion and the second fitting portion comprising an engaging 

pawl on an inner wall face, and the second fitting portion comprising an engagement wall 

having an engagement face at an end of the engagement wall that faces an opening in a closed 

end of the U-character shape of the second fitting portion and a second engaging pawl 

opposing said engaging pawl, wherein the engaging pawl and the second engaging pawl 

overlap close to one another vertically. 

wherein said engagement wall is provided parallel to an inner wall face of the U- 

character shape of the second fitting portion, and 

the securing clip being arranged such that, when a r e gulating wall of the second panel 

member and the engagement wall are engaged, an engagement faco of the regulating wall is 

inclin e d outwardly away from s aid opening in th e closed end of tho U charact o r shape of the 

second fitting portion in an insertion direction of the clip, and said engagement face of the 

engagement wall is inclined outwardly away from said opening in the closed end of the U- 

character shape of the second fitting portion. 

24. (Currently Amended) A securing clip for securing a first panel member with a second 
panel member, comprising: 

a first fitting portion having a U-character shape; and 

a second fitting portion having a U-character shape, wherein: 

the securing clip being like an S-character in cross section; and 

each of the first fitting portion and the second fitting portion comprising an engaging 
pawl on an inner wall face, and the second fitting portion comprising an engagement wall 
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having an engagement face at an end of the engagement wall that faces an opening in a closed 
end of the U-character shape of the second fitting portion and a second engaging pawl 
opposing said engaging pawl, wherein the engaging pawl and the second engaging pawl 
overlap close to one another vertically. 

wherein said engagement face is positioned substantially in the center between an open 
end and the closed end of the U-character shape of the second fitting portion, and 

the securing clip being arranged such that, when a regulating wall of the second panel 
member and the engagement wall are engaged, an engag e ment fac e of the regulating wall is 
inclin o d outwardly away from said opening in th e clos e d end of the U character ahapo of the 
second fitting portion in an insertion direction of th e clip, and said engagement face of the 
engagement wall is inclined outwardly away from said opening in the closed end of the U- 
character shape of the second fitting portion. 

25-28. (Canceled). 

29. (Previously Presented) The securing clip according to claim 1 , further comprising a 
detachment grip portion: 

wherein the engagement wall exists in bilateral symmetry, and 

wherein a rib wall is protruded on an inner wall face of the second fitting portion. 

30. (New) A panel apparatus, comprising: 
a first panel; 

a second panel; and 

a securing clip for securing a first panel member with a second panel member, 
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comprising: 

a first fitting portion having a U-character shape; and 
a second fitting portion having a U-character shape, 
wherein having an S-shaped cross section, 

wherein the second fitting portion comprises a first engaging pawl on an inner wall 
face, and the second fitting portion comprising an engagement wall having an engagement 
face at an end of the engagement wall that faces an opening in a closed end of the U-character 
shape of the second fitting portion, 

wherein a portion of said second fitting portion, which is common to a portion of said 
first fitting portion forming a middle of said S-character, comprises a second engaging pawl 
opposing said first engaging pawl, and 

wherein the securing clip being arranged such that, when a regulating wall of the 
second panel and the engagement wall are engaged, an engagement face of the regulating wall 
is inclined outwardly away from said opening in the closed end of the U-character shape of the 
second fitting portion in an insertion direction of the clip, and said engagement face of the 
engagement wall is inclined outwardly away from said opening in the closed end of the U- 
character shape of the second fitting portion. 

3 1 . (New) The securing clip according to claim 1 , further comprising a resilient wall piece 
separated by a slit and extending from a rear end of the second fitting portion to an open end 
of the U-character shape of the second fitting portion in a central part of an upper plate that 
forms a contour of the S-shaped cross section, 

wherein the first engaging pawl is formed on an inner wall face of the resilient wall 

piece. 



